2020
CAMP COMMUNICATIONS
GUIDELINES

Hello, and welcome to the Ecosystem Restoration Camps
movement. We’re so happy you have joined us!
We post regularly on our social media channels to let people
know about all the amazing things happening at restoration
camps around the world.
To do this we need to keep in touch and receive news updates
from camps that are part of the Ecosystem Restoration Camps
movement. Our followers really enjoy learning about camp
experiences, and are more likely to support the fundraising
campaigns we run if they see regular, good-quality posts from
us.
To profile your camp frequently we need to receive regular
updates from you, and we've put together some guidelines to
help you do this.
If you have any questions drop us an email or send a message
to your Camp WhatsApp Group.

Ashleigh and Inge
Your Camp Contacts
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TO GET STARTED...
To get started, we will send you a link to a Google Drive folder where you can upload photos
from your camp. When uploading photos, it is really helpful if you sort these into appropriately
named folders, e.g. ‘December 2020’.

As well as uploading the photos, please send an email or WhatsApp to your Camp Contact with a
few notes explaining what is happening in the photos. This should include:
A DESCRIPTION OF THE RESTORATION WORK BEING CARRIED OUT
(E.G. MULCHING, DIGGING SWALES, TREE PLANTING, ETC.)
WHY YOU HAVE SELECTED THESE REGENERATIVE TECHNIQUES AND WHAT THE EFFECTS OF
IMPLEMENTING THEM WILL BE ON CARBON SEQUESTRATION, BIODIVERSITY ETC.
WHO IS DOING IT
WHICH SPECIES ARE BEING PLANTED
PROPERTIES OF THE SPECIES BEING PLANTED AND HOW THEY WILL HELP REGENERATE THE ECOSYSTEM
ANY OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
N.B. You don’t need to write out a full social media-friendly caption, We will take care of that
part. Simple notes are fine.
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WHAT OUR FOLLOWERS LIKE TO SEE
Here are some of the types of photos our followers like to see:
BEFORE & AFTER PHOTOS.
It takes at least several months to get a
good ‘after’ photo. Make sure you take lots
of photos of the land you are restoring
before commencing the restoration work,
so you can see the transformation.

PEOPLE’S FACES
Either candid photos or posed. NOT
photos of the back of people’s heads!

RESTORATION ACTIVITIES 		
Planting trees, digging, anything that
looks fun and outdoorsy

PHOTOS OF NATIVE WILDLIFE		
If possible. Since our camps tend to be
in heavily degraded areas, we haven’t
managed to get many pictures of
wildlife. We would love to share photos
of any birds, insects, mammals, reptiles
and amphibians that visit our camps.

LANDSCAPE SHOTS

TREES AND OTHER PLANTS

VIDEOS
Taking videos of what is happening at the camp is a really great way to show people what it is
that you are doing. The videos don’t need to be professional, you can just use your phone!
Once these video clips have been recorded, please upload them to your google drive folder
(they'll probably be too large to email to your Camp Contact or WhatsApp to your Camp Group).
Try and capture the following:
PHYSICAL RESTORATION WORK BEING DONE SHOWING AND EXPLAINING WHAT IS BEING DONE AND WHY ژژژژژ
- WHAT IS BEING PLANTED AND WHY?

- WHAT SORT OF BENEFITS WILL IT CREATE?

- HOW WILL IT AFFECT WATER ETC?

- WHAT SORT OF FAUNA WILL BE SUPPORTED/FED?

CAMPERS LAUGHING/HAVING A G%ژTIME TEACHING
OF RESTORATION SUBJECTS
THE FOOD BEING PREPARED/EATEN/ENJOYED SHARED
MEALS AND THE SOCIAL ASPECT OF CAMP LIFE
THE LANDSCAPE AND THE LOCAL PEOPLE/CULTURE

GOOD EXAMPLES OF SHORT VIDEOS FROM CAMPS
Click on the play buttons to view.

TIPS FOR TAKING GREAT PHOTOS AND VIDEOS
Avoid bright, midday light with harsh shadows and glare - early morning or late afternoon is the
best time to take photos and videos because the light is softer.
Always hold your camera sideways landscape (sideways) and not portrait (upright) when taking
videos. Landscape orientation is usually better for social media pictures too.
When taking videos of people, make sure they look into the lens of the camera when they speak so
they connect with the viewer.
If conducting the video interview outside make sure that the microphone is not exposed to the wind.
Always consider the background before you take your photo or record your video and make sure the
subject stands against the backdrop you have chosen.

SNEAK PEEK MEMBERS’ VIDEOS
One of the ways in which we thank our
foundation members for supporting
restoration of the earth, is to send them sneak
peek videos from the camps and campers
themselves. These videos can be very natural
and homemade in their quality and feel - we're
just looking for an inside view into camp life
and the activities that take place there.
Using your phone to ﬁlm, introduce yourself
initially, and then track a day in the life of you
and your camp. These informal videos should
be in the style of a vlog. Show people your
personality in all its forms!

This is what people are so keen to see, and
having these insights recorded will inspire
more people to become members. And the
more members we have, the more funding we
will have available for your camp's restoration
work.
Please put these videos in your google docs
folder, ideally one video per month.

BLOG ARTICLES
Blog articles are a great way to help us promote
the work happening at your camp to a wider
audience. The more blog articles we have on the
Ecosystem Restoration Camp website, the more
people will ﬁnd out about us and want to support
the movement, thereby strengthening our
funding base and our ability to support your
camp.

A good idea to generate blog posts is to offer one of
the campers (preferably one with good writing skills),
a small discount on one of your camp experiences in
return for writing a blog about their time there.
These blogs will ideally be 1-2 A4 pages and describe
the camp experience the camper has had.
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SOME GOOD EXAMPLES
Below are some examples of posts to give you an idea of the
type of social media content we are looking for.

Let’s restore the earth together.
The time is now!

www.ecosystemrestorationcamps.org

