“

A Message from John D. Liu,
Founder of Ecosystem Restoration Camps
From wildfires, to drought, to flooding, to
the collapse of global institutions: todays
news about our environment and the
Earth’s ecology is increasing grim.
Instead of falling into a depression and
waiting for civilization to collapse, all who
understand what is happening need to
work together to restore the Earth. We are
late to act, but if we don’t we can predict
the consequences.
We know that microbes and fungi living
in the organic layer of the soils are the
basis of soil fertility. We also know that
the Earth is breathing and that biodiverse
living organisms photosynthesizing is key to
numerous processes regulating the Earth’s ecosystems. Such as the water cycle, the
weather and the climate.
This knowledge suggests that there is something we can do: we can improve
our health and the health of the planet by restoring organic soils and fully
vegetating the Earth with diverse plants and animals.
We can do this by joining together to create Ecosystem Restoration Camps in vast
historically degraded landscapes.
Our choice is stark. Either we realize what is happening and learn to work together
to restore the Earth or we face predictable catastrophic outcomes.
The more people who join this movement the more camps we can build and the
more people can learn and act to restore degraded landscapes worldwide.
Our first camp was built in Southern Spain and the campers are accomplishing real
results while also having a lot of fun. You can learn about the camps development
from the campers themselves at: www.facebook.com/ERCAltiplano

“

No one can restore the Earth on their own. We need to do this together as a
global movement. Supporting members of Ecosystem Restoration Camps are
sharing 10 euros a month to help create a global restoration movement and build
camps all over the world.
Together we can restore the earth. The time is now. Let’s work together …
Join the movement at www.ecosystemrestorationcamps.org

- John D. Liu
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THE POWER
OF ECOSYSTEMS
Our ecosystems, flourishing communities of co-dependent, colourful lifeforms,
are the providers of all of our needs on this earth. Clean drinking water, stable
levels of carbon, nutrient rich, abundantly available food, and an enchanting
array of biodiverse insects, animals and plants, are all what makes our planet
home so magical and safe.

However, humanity’s quest and focus on
raising GDP through the vehicle of permanent
and extractive economic growth is destroying
our oceans, forests, and grasslands. Mining,
production and waste of linear systems is
emptying the earth of the basic necessities of life.
Industrial agriculture turns pristine ecosystems
into biological wastelands.
The result? 75% of our ecosystems are now
degraded, negatively affecting the lives of
3.2 billion people. Once fertile plains are now
deserts. Our population is growing and our arable
land is shrinking. The oceans are acidifying, and

the amount of carbon in the atmosphere is the
highest it has been for centuries .
But despair is not a necessary response to this
trajectory. As much as we can destroy ecosystems,
humans can also restore them. Like has been
proven by many ecosystem restoration projects
around the world. Rehabilitating ecosystems,
so that they function once more, is a solution
that can sequester carbon, increase biodiversity,
reclaim arable land and bring back the rain. In
short, it can significantly help our species to forge
a new path and a new story, one of regeneration,
not destruction.
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CAMPS
Why Camps?

There is a growing restlessness among people
who can see the trajectory of our actions in the
world and its effects on the web of life and want
to do something about it. They want to put their
hands in the dirt and learn how to transform it
into living soil.
Camps give people the opportunity to learn the
techniques used to restore degraded land, see
the transformation with their own eyes, and give
a helping hand to others living around the camp
who want their land and business to undergo the
same change.
Camps also model a new way of living, where
every human act that takes place has a
regenerative effect on the land and the people.

This is a highly inspiring place where people can
live a real alternative to the high consumption and
destructive lifestyles that prevails in most cities
across the world. In the camps, people are able
to develop deep and meaningful relationships
to the land, to understand how nature works
and what it needs. They can then carry this
knowledge forward with them into the world.

How Camps? - From Scratch

How Camps? - With Partner

Find site (degraded ecosystem)

Create partnership with
organisation that has access to
degraded land

Establish connections with farmers/
landowners in the local area
Establish connections with farmers/
landowners in the local area
Conduct site analysis (Soil type, soil
quality, rainfall, rainflow, weather
patterns, historical use of the land,
biodiversity index)

Conduct site analysis (Soil type, soil
quality, rainfall, rainflow, weather
patterns, historical use of the land,
biodiversity index)

Research and plan most suitable
forms of buildings
Establish missing infrastructure
Create 5 year restoration plan
Create 5 year restoration plan
Build camp
Implement restoration plan
Implement restoration plan
Develop business models
Develop business models
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OUR FIRST CAMP
Our first camp is located in the region of Murcia in southeastern Spain.
This is an area of extreme desertification due to overuse of water on the
coast, industrial agriculture, deforestation, and climate change.

Our work on this land comprises of building
a camp to house up to 50 people using semi
permanent, ecologically positive structures. The
camp has completed its first phase in 2017 and
has been accommodating 15 people who have
undertaken the first years restoration of the land.

•
•
•
•
•
•

This restoration has involved:
•
Decompacting the land and shaping it to
capture rain and sediment

•
•

planting an orchard
Building windbreaks
Fertilising the land with compost
Sowing a cover crop
Holistic grazing the land with sheep
Planning and planting out a model
agroforestry system
Creating and managing a large kitchen
garden
Building a grey water system

OUR FUTURE CAMPS
We plan to open 7 camps by 2020, amongst others in Mexico, Nepal,
Kenya and the Netherlands. These camps would enable the restoration of
thousands of hectares of degraded land across the world.
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LET’S WORK
TOGETHER
Membership

Becoming a member is one of the most
meaningful ways to become a part of this
movement. As a member you contribute directly
to the growth of camps all over the world.
Together we build a strong, global movement for
ecosystem restoration. Together we fund an ever
increasing number of camps worldwide.
As a member you support the Ecosystem
Restoration Camps organisation and become an
integral part of it.
You can attend courses in the camps or
elsewhere and learn about ecosystem
restoration. You will get discounts for our
activities and educational courses and receive
certificates of course attendance.
As a member, you will also have the opportunity
to have a say in how the organisation runs and
what it aims for. You can do this by joining our
Membership Movement Sessions, answering
surveys and/or getting involved in regular
discussions and work groups that shape our work.
You can also volunteer and take up tasks if you
want.

Learn with Us

There are plenty of learning opportunities at
Ecosystem Restoration Camps. You can take part
in one of our courses at the camps, which range
from short term courses (1-3 days) to longer
courses (1 - 2 weeks). These certified courses
usually cover topics such as Regenerative Organic
Agriculture, Permaculture for Degraded Land,
Regenerative Business Models, and much more.
You can also gain the same knowledge through
our online courses, which seek to make the same
information available from our on the ground
courses to everyone, through the power of the
internet.

Volunteering

As a Camper
Spending time at one of our camps can be a life
changing experience. Sleeping under canvas,
awaking to the sounds of the birds, surrounded
by land in the process of being restored. At the
camp you will have the opportunity to learn the
techniques involved in rehabilitating degraded
ecosystems, both agricultural and natural, in
informal and/or formal educational settings. You
will also have the chance to meet and integrate
with local farmers and landowners, and support
them in the regenerative transformation of their
land.

As part of the Foundation
You can also play an active role in the Ecosystem
Restoration Camps organisation. By becoming
part of the foundational team that communicates
the restoration work happening in the camps, or
fundraising to open and sustain the camps, and
grows the movement to become unstoppable.
If you are interested in communications,
administration, membership or fundraising and
would like to help us achieve our goals, please get
in touch.

Page 6

A HOLIDAY
WITH A
PURPOSE

THE FOUNDING
FRIENDS
CAMPAIGN

Ecosystem Restoration Camps is pioneering
a new kind of tourism experience. Ecosystem
Restoration Experiences are 4-5 day stays at
one of the camps, where you can get under the
skin of life at the camp, learn about how to restore
degraded land, take part in some restorative
activities and take a regenerative workshop of
your choice.

The Founding Friends is a campaign to discover
individuals, foundations and businesses who
will become foundational contributors and
ambassadors at the beginning stages of this
global movement of ecosystem restoration.

The afternoons are free for you to explore the land
around the camp and taking part in adventurous
activities of your choice such as hiking, horse
riding, wild swimming and archery. The
evenings will be made up of alfresco feasts as
the sun sets with local cuisine cooked using
local ingredients, followed by poignant memory
making moments around the campfire,
underneath the stars.

Ecosystem Restoration Camps is searching for
individuals who can support the acceleration of
camps all over the world, through their ideas,
networks and resource contributions of 1,000
euros or more. The goal of the campaign is to
raise a minimum of 100,000 euros by June 2019.
To pledge your support as a Founding Friend of
Ecosystem Restoration Camps - please contact us
at info@ecosystemrestorationcamps.org
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Want to know more?
Contact us.

Ecosystem Restoration Foundation
Wechelerweg 37,
Diepenveen,
7431 PD

www.ecosystemrestorationcamps.org

info@ecosystemrestorationcamps.org

@Ecosystemrestorationcamps

@Ecorescamps

@Ecosystem.restoration.camps

